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Fem the Erangelical Repertory. 
EXCOMMUNICATION. 


The following is a correct narrative of the pro- 
ceedings of the Calvinistic Baptist Church, in the 
town of Grafton, (Mass.} with two of their late mem- 
bers, viz. Mr. Stephen Cutler, and Lucy, his wife. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cutler, by prayerful meditation and 
reading of the holy scriptures, became convinced of 
the doctrine of Universal Restoraiion ; and presuming 
that their membership with the Baptist Church would 
no longer be agreeable, they wished peaceably to 
retire; and accordingly addressed the chnorch the 
following letter, through the medium of its pastor: 

Grafton, Sept. 2, 1823. | 
Rev. Ctis Converse, 
Dear Sir and Prother, 

By laying the following letter before the Baptist 
«hurch in Grafton, you will confer a favor on the 
subseribers. e. C. ard L, C. 
To the Baptist Church, in the town of Grafton : 


Dear Brethren, We have recently become fully 
convinced of the doctrine of the final restoration of 
all men to holiness and felicity, and also of the un- 
scripturalness of many of the doctrines of your church ; 
aud presuming that our membership with you will no. 


longer be desirable, under our present faith, we take 
this method to ask an amicable dismission from your 
church, with such recommendations of our moral and 
christian characters as justice shall permit, to unite 

with the church in Shrewsbury, of which the Rer. 
Jucoh Wcod is pastor. 

Rrethren, we co not request this dismisston from any 
dis tection which we have to you, or witha view to 


dist’ ‘owsbip with you; but simply from the per- 
suasion that a continuance of ovr membership would 
not be agreeable with your feelings. We shall not 


- 


for ourchange of faith, but, if 
with meekness and 


here state the reasons 
required, we are ready to do it, 
fear. 

Still wishing to walk with you in the great com- 
munity of Christ’s 
friendly and christian office of charity, we humbly 


disciples, and lo interchange every 


subscribe ourselves, though diflerent in some points 


of faith. 
Your brother and sister in the faith of the Lord 
Jesus, STEPHEN CUTLER. 


Lucy CurLer. 

On hearing this letter read by the pastor, the 
church appointed a committee to visit Mr. and Mrs. 
Cufler, and request their personal appearance before 
the church at its next regular meeting. 
request Mr. and Mrs. Cutler did not think proper to 
couply, alleging to the gentleman who waited on, 
them asa committee, that, if the church only wanted 
them to offer the reasons why they had changed their 
faith, this could be done in writing, in a more correct, 
and dispassionate manner than in a personal confer- 
ence with the church, which would probably excite 
the feelings, and introduce an unprofitable alter- 
cation. , 

Hetore the appointed meeting, thorefore, ian * sent 
the following letter to Mr. Converse, to be laid before 
the church. 


Grafton, Oct. 1, 1823. 
Rey. and Dear Sir, 
hrouzh the agency of a gentleman, professing to. 
> . ‘ e , “ 
appointed by the Baptist Church in Grafton, to, 


‘making it known to you. 


se? 
With this , PUTPOFE ° 


have been requested to appear before the church, at 
the next regular meeting, and offer onr reasons for| 
the recent change of our religious sentiments. Pre-| 


1 
} 


| 


| 
_wait on us, and make known the pleasure of said | tion betwecn the least and grea/est crimes, and reprte- 
church, relative to our request for a dismission, we sents all sins of one common 


magnitude. Besides, 


it is a notion inconsistent in itself, and totally unknown 
in the scriptures, 


°. We do not believe iv the endless punishment of 


suming that you, and the brethren in geveral will be the wicked, because it represents the Deity, who is 


disposed to receive the reasons which we have to offer, 
through that medium which we may deem most ad- | 
vantageous to the desired object, we prefer to do it, 
in this method. We shall therefore feel under obli- | 
gations to you, dear sir, if you will lay the following, 
communication before the church, at their next regu- 
lar meeting. 


Respectfully your’s, 





8: C. and L. E. 


TO THE BAPTIST CHURCH IN GRAFTON. 





Brethren,—Agreeable to your wish, we now pro- 
ceed to present you with some of the reasons which | 
have recently produced a change in our religious 


suring you, as before, that ifyou require further evi-' 
In this letter we shall con-_ 
fine ourselves to one particular subject, viz: Why) 
_we reject endless punishment, and belicre in the final | 
restoration of all men. There are many other arti- 
cles in your faith which we esteem as erroneous as} 
the doctrine of endless punishment ; but, the reasons | 
why we consider them as such, will be reserved, i!) 
reguested, for another communication. 

Permit us, then, in the first place, to state some 
brief reasons. why we do net believe in the doctrine 
‘of endless misery. 

1. We do not believe in this doctrine because it is 
no where expressed in the Bible. The strongest 
words to mark duration, which are ever applied to the 
future misery of the wicked, in our English transla- 
tion, are ererlasting, elernal, and forerer; and these 
are known to be very indefinite and equivocal in their 
sense, being used, as is well known to every attentive 
reader of the scripture, in, at least, aboub seventy in- 
stances, in a Limited sense, for an age, state, or dis- 
pensation. The scripture writers in setting forth the 


the Father of our spirits and of all mercies, 
nant and cruel. 
tend forever, neither will lL be always wroth, for the 
spirit should fail before me, and the souls which ] 
have made.” 


, we believe in the fual restoration of all men. 
‘dence of our present faith, we shall be happy iu! 





endless happiness of the saints, have used words and 
expressions which have no exceptions ip signifying 
absolute eternity of duration. 


eternal,’’$ 


But since they have not done it, but only 
employed words, in speaking of the misery of the 
wicked, which are indcfinile, and may be taken for 
a limited as well as an endless sense, we must be as- 
sured, that they did not intend to teach the endless 
duration of misery. 

2, We do not believe in the endless misery of the 
wicked, because it is unjust in itsnature. ‘The whole 
plan of gospel retribution is represented to be ‘* accor- 
ding to our works.” But there is no proportion be- 
tween an endless punishment, and the sins committed 
in this short and frail life. Wit be said, that si is 
infinite, and therefore deserves an endless or infisiite 
punishment, we reply, this notion destroys all distinc- 





*Jsa, 45, 17. 
t Luke 20, 36, 
John 14, 19 


} Heb. 4, 16, Compared w: 
i 2 Cor, one 


+1 Cor. 11, 25; 2 Pet. 4. | 





us malig- 
He declares, *** For IL will not con- 


For the Lord will not cast off forever : 
but though he cause grief, yet will he have compas- 
sion according to the multitude of his mercies. For 
he doth notafflict willingly nor grieve the children 
of men.” The doctrive which represents that the 
| Almighty will torment his own offspring as long as he 


exists. for the faults committed in this short life, is 


directly contrary to his character as represented in 


a age ; , these passages, and numerous others. 
faith. We shall be very brief in this statement, as-' 


in the second place, we will assign the reasons why 
They 
are the numerous promises which either imply. or 
assert the doctrine. The scriptures declare, that in 
the seed of Abraham, (that is, in Christ.) all nations, 
| kindreds, and familics of the earth shall be blessed ; 


| that the Lord will make untoall people a feast of fat 


things, destroy the face of covering cast over all pro- 
pir, aud the veil that is spread over all nations, swal- 
low up deathin victory, and wipe tears from off all 
faces; that every knee shall bow, and erery tongue 
shall swear, and say, Inthe Lord have I righteous- 
ness and strength: that God will have all men to be 
saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth, and 
thatthe whole crealion shall be delivered from the 
bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God. The scriptures inform us, that God 
hath given to his Son a kingdom, that all people shall 
serve hiin, that the Father hath given all things into 
his hands, and that all that the Father hath given 
him, shall come to him, and not be cast out; that the 
Messiah shall finish transgression, make an end of sins, 
and bring in everiasting righteousness: that he shall 
destroy the devil aud his works, take away the sin of 
the world, and cause grace, righteousness, and eternal 


| life to abound beyond sin and deatb; that he shall 
Such, for example, as| subdue all things to himself, 
‘ world without end,* ‘+ incorruptible,’t “ cannot dic | 
any more,’t ‘endless life,”|| ‘* far more exceeding | 
Now had the sacred writers intended to) 
have expressed the endless misery of the wicked, why 
did they not employ these words and phrases for the | 


gather together all things 
in oue, and reconcile all things by the blood of his 
cross; thathe willdraw all men to him, and cause 
every knee to bow, and every longue to confess that he 
is Lord, tothe glory of God the Father. To con- 
clude the whole, the scriptures inform us, that death, 
the last enemy, shall be destroyed, and aii things shall 
become new ; that God shall be ali in all, and every 
crealure in heaven, on earth, under the earth, such as 
are in the sea, and all that are in them, shall praise 
God and the Lamb for everand ever. See Gen. 12: 
3,and 18:18. Acts 3: 25. Isa..25: 6, 7, 8, and 
45, 23, 24. Luke 3: 16. Ist. Tim. 2: 4. Rom. 
8: 19—23. Dan. 7: 13,14. Matt. 11: 27. John 
6: 37. Dan. 9: 24. Ist John 3: 8 John 1: 29. 


Rom..5: 18—21. Eph. 1° 9, 10. Col. 1: 19, 20. 
John 12: 32. Heb. 2: 14. Philip. 2: 9, 10, 11 


Ist Cor. 15: 24—28. Rev. 5: 13, and 21: 5 

For these reasons, brethren, we reject the doctrine 
of endiess punishment, and believe im the ultimate 
restoration of all mankind. Jo us the ‘subject ap- 


Sam. 3; 3], 32, 23. 








1 


34 











UNLVERSALIST: MAGAZINE. 














LN EL TS _ 





pears perfectly clear from the scriptures, 
not avoid thinking, that, if you would take the sub- 
ject under candid and mature consideration, you 
would be led to the same conclusion that we have 
been. 

Still praying that the God ofall light, may lead you 
into the truth of his unbounded. grace, and direct al 
your ways in wisdom, we remain your affectionate 
brother and sister, in the faith of him who * tasted 
death for every man,” STEPHEN CUTLER, 

Lucy Curler. 

This letter being read before the church, a com- 
mittee was appointed, (consisting of the pastor and 
one other gentleman) to wait upon Mr. and Mrs. 


Cutler, and see if they could not be prevailed upon | 
to return to their former standing. They accordingly 


called upon Mr. and Mrs. Cutler, and having ex- 
pressed a full satisfaction respecting their moral and 
Christian character, earnestly entreated them to re- 
nounce their present faith, and return to their former. 


They expressed a willingness to return and walk iu 


fellowship with the church, provided, they could be 
permitted to enjoy their present views; but this was 
denied them. They proposedan investigation of the 
subject with the committee ; but the committee de- 
clined any thing ofthe kind, alleging that they had 
no other object in view, only to admonish them of 


their error, and invite them to return. ‘he commit-. 


tee accordingly retired. Soon after, Mr. and Mrs. 
Catler received the following letter from the Church 
Clerk. 


’ 
TO STEPHEN AND LUCY CUTLER, GRAFTON. 


You are hereby notified, that the Baptist Church 
of Christ in Grafton, have this day excluded you from 
their communion and fellowship, for neglecting to 
meet with them, and for embracing erroneous senti- 
ments. 

By order of said Church, 
OuiveR Rice, Ch. Clerk. 


Grafton, Nor. 1, 1823. 


Remarks. 


We here see that overbearing, intolerant, bigotted 
spirit which has ever characterized the cisciples of 
John Calvin, from the time when he persecuted and 
put to death the Spanish physician, because his sen- 
timents did net accord with his own, down to the 
present day. Every person must subscribe and bow 
to every article in their creed, or, let their Christian 
character be ever so unblamable, they must suffer 
excommunication! The Baptist Church in Grafton, 
were satisfied, it appears, with the character of Mr. 
and Mrs. Cutler, aud were even desirous of retaining 
them in membership, if they would only come up to 
the full standard oftheir faith. It also appears, that 
Me. and Mrs. Cutler were willing to remain members 
of the Baptist church,if they could have beeu per- 
mitted toenjoy their own peculiar views about some 
speculative doctrines,and that they only requested 
a dismission, from an apprehension that their mem- 
bersbip would uot be thought desirable with their 
present sentiments. Now, how much more honora- 
ble and agreeable with enlightened Christian charity, 
it would have been, ifthe Baptist church, instead oi 
exconimuuicating them for differing in some points of 
faith, had affectionately invited them to have conti- 
nued in fellowship, and entertain such views as they 
could reconcile, with their own conscience and the 
Scriptures. But no such lenity as this cculd be 
shown ; they must believe all and every thing that 
the self-supposed infallable church did, or they must 
ve excluded az heretics ! 


and we can-! they wished was, to admonish them of their errors 


‘and invite them to retarn by relinquishing them ! 


' Was ever a Roman pontiff more dictatorial than this? 
‘Could they have the vanity to suppose that this 
course of conduct would reclaim a deluded brother 
and sister? If they wished to reclaim them from 
their errors, why did they not answer their letters, 
or, in conversion, point out to them from the scrip- 
tures, wherein they haderred? Bat, instead of this, 
‘their own assertion was the law. ‘This is the @al- 


i vinistic mode of reclaiming those whom they consi- | 


der erroneous! **Whoso readeth, let him under- 
stand.”? TOLERATION, 
—sa ¢ S a 
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HINTS TO UNIVERSALISTS. 


{Concluded from our last. ] 





5th, Our next remark respects the collecting and 
transmitting of the money to the editors of such periodi- 


cal journals. Wherever two or more persons in & | 


' 
‘ought to receive and trausmit the whole at once, with 


the names and address of the individuals. We should 
‘think wherever there is a preacher in the place, this 
,might be done by him, for we ought to expect, that he 
iwill take an interest in the diffusion of such publica- 
| tious among the people. He surely canuot be iudiffer 
lent tofree inquiry and diffusion of knowledge! If he 
| is, he would do weilltoengage in some other employ- 
‘ment. ‘The slightest reflection may lead any one to 
‘see, that if individuals travsmit the price of their pa- 
| pers by Post, it must be a heavy tax on the purse and 
the patience of the editors of such publications. Such 
as do so, ought to pay the postage, for such a sum is 
buta trifle to individuals, but becomes a very cousid- 


several hundreds topay. We presume, that mauy edi- 
tors of papers, could exhibit such a list of yearly posta- 
ges, as would astonish many of their readers. LDeople, 


put them toas little expense as possible. Sav, is it not 
a mortifying thing, for an editor to open a letter in- 
closing one years subscription, the very postage of 
which has cost him from ten totwenty per cent of the 
whole amount? All this unnecessary and burdensome 
exper se, might be easily avoided, by some such plan 
as we have suggested. ‘The same remarks apply to all 
communications sent for publication. Ju every case 
they ought to reach the editors free of all expense. It 
must be aggravating, to pay postage for a communica- 
tion, which is perhaps unfit, or unsuitable for publica- 
tion. Ifthe author of the piece, has but an ordivary 
share of Common sense, he will either pay the postage 


it too much for him to pay the postage? Can it be less 
for the editurs? Aud if all their correspondents treat- 
ed them in this way, unless they can live on the air 
and sun beams, they must, tocarry on their work, re- 
move their printing establishment to the alms-house. 

6th. Having paid for the papers, aud received them, 
our next remark respects the wanner iu which Univer- 
salists ought tomake them geueraily useful. We take 
it for granted, that they will read them themselves, 
and that their families will also be benefitted by tie 
perusal ofthem. We would suggest some things, with 
a view to make such publications, much more gener- 
ally useful.—Send them then to your neighbors around 
you ;—Put them into the hands of your relations and 
a/,uaintances; and urge them at least to give your 





lt is really woithy of notice, that the committee, 
authorized and seut by the church to labor with Mr. 
aud Mrs. Cutler, declined any thing like an dnvesti- 
gation upou those points ef faith wherein they sup- 
posed their brother aud sister to be in au error. All 


principles a fair hearing, before they coudeain you for 
believing them. Do any of your relations or ueigh- 
bors take what they deem orthodox papers; read 
them iu return, and shew to them, that you wish a free 
Circulatiou of religious opinion, that your obs ect is, 





! gated. Convine them, that you are cand 


' place subscribe for a paper, some one of their number, | 


erable sum to them, if they have got the postage of 


of good sense and reflection, ought to think of this, and | 


himself, or transmit it Ly some private conveyance. Is | 


—— -- = eee a 






‘to let all things in religion be freely and fully invest; 
resti. 


id, o 
,conviction, and that it is the duty of every Bt 
0 


“prove all things and hold fast thatewhich js “a 
| Supposing your papers to have done all the good the 
can in your immediate neighborhood, we Protest against 
| their being given to the children to tear to Pieces, oy 
left to be tossed about the house, until the rats ie he 
spiders eat them up. Have vou not some relation, or 
some old acquaintance, who lives in some of the back 
settlements, or in some obscure part of the country 
| where the reading of such periodical publications ‘ 
‘but little attended to. We advise then, that all your 
old papers be sent to such persons, which, to them 
would be perhaps a very grateful present. Cast at 
least your bread on the waters, and probabl 

| many years you will find it, by peillie slide 
blessed, for the light you have been the honored ip. 
strument of diffusing among them. In this way you 
may excite free inquiry into religious subjects along 
people blinded by prejudice, and wedded to some of 
the many sectarias systems of the day, and eventually 





‘he the means of much good to thousands yet unborm.- 
Urge men to read, and think, aud investigate, and they 
will soon burst asunder ali the chains which Priestcrat 
ican forge for them. No species of reading has doue 
more to effect this iv the world thaa periodical jour 
nals, where they have been weil couducted. And who 
are totake an active part in circulating them, but 
such as have derived benefit from them? Every Uni- 
Versalist ought to blush, who stands by an idle specta- 
tor toall the zeal aud industry of other sects to diffuse 


what they think truth, yet uses no exertions, nor puts 
himself to any expense, to dissemiuate his own views 
| of God's word, If every Universalist iv the United 
| States, who is able to pay for it, took one of the peri- 
| odical papers which is priuted in the denomination, 
laud each one took au interest im getting six persons to 
read his paper, the Lenefits resulting from this would 
beimmenuse. Ilis conscience we think, mast smite hia 
severely for not doing the first, and the last he may uot 
lind impracticable, ii he wii] only make the attempt.— 
The couduct of the sects around, points to him and says, 
* be asbamed cf yourself for not doing both.” With 
truth they wight add—*+ Come see our zeal. Look at 
what expense and industry we circulate our papers 





trom Georgia to Maine.” 

We have suggested these few hints, for the consid- 
|eration of our brethren, with a view to remedy some 
‘evils justly complained of by conductors of periodical 
| works, and to stir them up to zeal in the cause of truth. 
|Should they contribute to the attainment of these 
ends, or excite any other person to apply a more ellec- 
, tual remedy, it will amply pay for his trouble. 

An Iyaviner ArTer TROTH. 


From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. 





Mr. Eprron—Observing that you, and editors of 
other periodical works in your connexion, are ~ 
posed to lay before your --aders and the public, the 
names of those who have, in different ages, vindie 
cated the doctrine of Universal Restoration, and who, 
though distinguished for talents, piety, and learning, 
are yet little known, perhaps, as defenders of ig 34 
doctrine, | am induced to present you @ short, bio 
graphical sketch of the life and character of Mr. 
Joun HENDERSON, a young man, who deservedly. 
stands the first of his age for genius, erudition “a 
piety, among the celebrated characters of the ed 
century. That no doubt may be entertained of ” 
accordance with you in sentiment, | have added el 
extract from his masterly pen, which shows 2 
views of the doctrine of endless mise-y, #04 bis f 
belief in the final salvation of ALL men. 


























ious HENDERSON was born at Limerick, in Ireland, 
on the 27th of March, 1754. While a youth he was 
marked with those striking peculiarities which indi 
cate superior genius, and future greatness. At eight 
years of age, he had acquired such a knowledge of 
Latin as to be able to teach it at Kings-wood school, to 
pupils of double his age; and at éwelve he taught 
the Greek language in the College of Trevecka, in 
Wales, He afterwards went to Oxford, and in due 
iime took the degree of Bachelor of Arts. His won- 
derfully retentive memory, united to a strong and 
vigorous imagination, solidity of judgment, and a pe- 
petration bordering upon intuition, enabled him to 
acquire an immense fund of erudition and argument, 
whieh was ready at every call, and equal to every 
emergency. Ifis learning was deep and multiform. 
Ip logic, ethics, mathematics, chemistry, theology, 
wetapuysics, and astronomy, he was admirably skil- 
ied. With civil and canon laws, and the laws of 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


butes, is attended by his goodness, conducted by his 


wisdom, and accomplished by his power, fo a good 
end. Now all possible good ends may be enume- 
rated under three words—HoNOR—PLEASURE—BE- 
NEFIT ; and every one to whom good can accrue 
from endless punishment, must be either punisher, 
punished, or fellow-creature to the punished. Let us 
try every one of the former three, to each of the latter. 

“1. The punisher. Would it be greater nonon 
to the punisher to have his creatures forever misera- 
ble than happy? 1 will venture to say by proxy, for 
every heart, No. Would it be greater rLEAsURE? 
No. And BENEFIT, to him'there can be none. 


“2. The punished. Endless punishment can be 
neither honor, pleasure, nor benefit to them, though 
punishment on my scheme(forthe purpose of producing 
repentance aud reformation) will be of endless be- 
nefit. 


“3. The fellow-creatures to the punished. It will 





pature aud nations, he was well acquainted, nor at all 


deficieut in belles-lettres and classical learning. His| family hanged! Ifthey have PLEASURE in it, they ; 
searcher | 


kuowledge of the Persian, Arabic, Hebrew, Greek, 
Latin, and Saxon, together with the French, Spanish, 


italian, and Geruian languages, was such as qualified | devil and his angels. Benerrt, they can have repeat: 


him to converse in them, with ease and fluency. 
And even this, is but an unfinished list of the scien- 


{ 
tific attainments of a voung man, who lived not to 


Dut with all this lear- 
ning he never uimed at elegance in composition,— 


sublime 


see the close of his 32d vear. 
still he was and eloquent ; but his sublimity- 
was in bis theme, and his eloquence in the richness 
and variety of thought. 


be as HONORABLE tothem, as to have one of their 


| must have a diabolical heart, and by the just 
| of hearts be committed to the place prepared for the 
‘except safety ; and that is fully answered by the 
‘great gulph, by confinement till the reformation. 

“* As then, unceasing torments can answer no pos- 
sible good to any one in the universe, I conclude them 
to be neither the will nor work of God. Could I 
suppose them, I must believe them to be inflicted by 
a wantoness or cruelty which words cannot express, 


i 
j 
| 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINF. 
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TO DEATH. 


! 
| Thou grisly monster ; thou insatiate fiend ; 
Thou fell destroyer of our feeble race ; 
| Thou canst not hide thy long detested form, 
Nor veil the horrors of thy ghastly face. 
We know thee well, for, often we have seen 
Thy haggard frame, and shudder’d at the sight ; 
| With horrid grin, we’ve seen thee bend thy bow, 
And mark’d thy cruel arrow’s rapid flight. 
He fell! thy victim fell! | heard the groan, 
The witness to thy proud, resistless sway, 
.I saw thy trophies, on the marble, trac’d, 
That marks thy vict’ry o’er a child of clay. 
| I’ve seen the minions, that await thy nod, 
The restless sleepless couch, 


stand hov’ring round, 
And, unrelenting, at thy dread command, 
Inflict the deep, the mortal, deadly wound 
| And thee, like foul assassin, I have seen, 
| Steal to the silent haunt of peaceful rest, 
When darkness wrapt the slumbering world, and plant: 
| Thine arrows in the unsuspecting breast— 
Ive seen thee lurking too, like some foul fiend, 
| With cruel fangs to seize thy helpless prey— 


To snatch the smiling, temder infant from 
Its parent’s arms, and bear the prize away— 
| Or on the stormy ocean’s bellowing waves, 


Jie preferred a manly style, ‘nor heart conceive. But let this be the comfort of| When threat’ning tempests thicken round the sky, 


with sense to florid but empty periods. Huxprrson’s every humble soul, that known unto God are all his Or. on th’ embatti'd field, with surer aim, 
moral and relizious character was worthy of imita-| Works—the Judge of ail shall do right, and he order- | Thy poison’d darts, in quick succession fly— 
tiou, lie showed a uniform respect to the obliga- | eth all things well. Jt hath pleased him to reconcile Low lays the warrior, ov the dusty plain, 
tions of houor and justice, and recommended, by ' @!! things to himself. Therefore, to him shall every | | ock’d in thy cold embrace, in mortal sleep, 
precept and example, an attention to moral rectitude. | Knee bow, and erery tongue shall say, in the Lord 1) white Neptune’s hardy sons, before thee fall, 


r 


lu his religious priuciples, and in his devotion, he was 


free from enthuscasnion the one hand and from super- 


tect the fallacies of each, as will be seen in the ex- 
tract which I shall give. 

The reader is doubtless aware, that if the doctrine 
of endless misery be maintained on any ground, it 


must be either on the ground of predestination or frec- | 


‘have stren 


gth, and | have righteousness.” 


{ 


that none but illiterate men have advocated univer- 
'sal salvation. This, however, is but one instance out 
of many, and I have no doubt, that should the editors 
of universalist publications pursue their design, they 
will both gratify their patrons, and show the world 


wil, and he will see that these are blended in the that their doctrine claims as its advocates, a multi- 


following extract from this learned and pious author, | tude of those who have been, and still are, 


and both answered together. 
“T lay it down as a maxim,” says he, “ tobe 
doubted by few, and denied by none, that whosoever 


doth a thing, foreseeing the event thereof, willeth | 
Ifa parent send children into a wood | to remove a wrong impression made upon some minds, 


that event. 


| 


regarded 
as oracles for piety and deep learning, among whom 
is Jonn Henperson, the subject of this article. 
| We do not mebtion these things by way of boasting; 
(for if our “* doctrine be of God, it will stand ;””) but 


wherein grow poisonous berries, and cerlain/y knows | that none but unlettered men have embraced it. 


they willeat of them, it is of no importance in the) 


But without extending these remarks, I will close 


consideration of common sense, that he cautions, for-|by saying, that the celebrated Henderson, after a 


bids, forewarns, or that they having free-wil/, may 
avoid the poison. 
death in sending them into circumstances where he 
fore-knew it would happen ? God fore-knows every 
thing—to his kuowledge every thing is certain. Let us 
Suppose him about to create twenty meu—he kuows 
tenof them (or any number) will become vicious, 


long and pai. ful sickness, patiently endured, in the| 
Who wil! not accuse him of their! full persuasion of the doctrine he had defended, and 


loved, and honored, and with a hope full of immor- 
tality, commended his spirit to God in fervent prayer, 
and entered into rest. He died at Oxford, the 2d 
day of Nov. 1788, inthe 32d year of his age. We 
have to regret, that excepting an appendix to a dis- 





therefore damned, thence inherit the unceasing pen- 
alty. Who doubts in such a case that He wills the 
end, who being all-mighty, and all-knowing, does | 
that, without which it could not come to pass ? | 
But he hath sworn by himself, -for he could swear | 
by no greater, that he willeth not the death of 
“in that dieth ; that is, he willeth it not finally, or 
simply as death, or destruction irrecoverable. And 
Wit occur, it is part of his economy of grace, a min- 
‘stration unto life ; forhe hath declared that bis will 
oe all should be saved—therefore, the doctrine 
ich forges a contrary will, falsifies supreme uu- 
changeable truth.” 
a 2. I lay it down as another indubitable maxim, 
4t Whatsoever is done by a Being of divine attri- 





sertation on Everlasting Punishment, by Wilh 

Matthews, and some lettersto Dr. Priestly, it is not 

known that any of his works are in existence.’ 
ANTI-SECTARIAN, 


90 


~~% 


*See European Mag. vol. p- 1, 
view, vol. 71, p. 310, aud Drake’s Literary Hours, 
vol. 1, p. 392. 





| MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 
By Rev. S. Streeter, Mr. George F. Kern to Miss 
Mary Wallace. 
DIED IN THIS CITY, 
On Friday last, Mrs. Eliza Anv, wife of Mr. Joel 
Stone, of New York, and daughter of the Jate Andrew 
Sigourney, Usq. of this city, aged 26 years. 





We thi ‘ i is extract | ; 

e think that no person, after reading this ex ract | But, know thou this ; 
stitconon the other; and bis familiar acquaintance | from the learned and pious Henderson, will persist in| I 
with the dogmas of other sects, enabled him, to de-| What they have so often and so ignorantly asserted, 


1, Monthly Re-} 


And sink, to slumber, in the mighty deep. 

each vict’ry, thou dost win, 
eaves thee one arrow less, and ne’er again, 

| Replenish’d shall thy pond’rous quiver be, 

| And, when exhausted, ends thy cruel reign. ; 
lhen, when thy sting destroy’d, thy power decay °d, 
Thine adamantive chains, asunder, burst, 

The last, swift arrow, that shall wing its flight, 
Shall level thee, Grim tyrant, with the dust— 
Then cease thy boasting, since theu, too, must fall, 

| To rise no more, and all thy victims rise 


r 
i 


} 
, 


To fall no more, to mock tliy prostrate pow’r, 
And wake th’ eternal song of triamph in the skies. 


J. FRIEZF. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF Dr. COGAN, 


AN EMINENT UNIVERSALIST. 


He began his practice of physic in Holland; and 
marrying the daughter of a wealthy merchant in 
| Amsterdam, he sooa established himself as a pbysi- 
cian in that city. Encouraged by his growing reputa- 
‘tion, however, he left Amsterdam and went to Lon- 


Abcidzed from Spark's Collection of Essays and Tracts don. Here his practice became so extensive, and 


in Theology. 


Tnomas CoGan was born in 1736, at Rowel, in 
Northamptonshire. His parents who were dissenters, 
brought him up in Calvinistic sentiments ; but as his 
father was a man of literary taste, and as he has 
shewh by some pomphlets which he published from 
time to time, a particular fonduess for metaphysical 
inquiries, We may suppose that the son early imbibed 
from him that taste for letters and philosophical stu- 
dies which distinguished him through life. 

After being taught the simpler rudiments of lear- 
ning, Cogan was sent to Kibworth in Leicestershire, 
and put under the care of Dr. Aikin, the father of the 
celebrated Mrs. Barbauld. Here he remained till he 


was fourteen years old ; and then returned to his fa- 
ther’s house, where he continued during the two or 


three succeeding years. 


About this time he began to think of preparing him-| suggesting various improvements in the method of | 


his labors so burdensome, that his health declined | 
‘under the fatigue ; and he found hinself obliged, 


once more to relinquish a profession which he had | 


chosen, or at least torefrain from the active employ- 
ments of it. 

| During his residence here, he was instrumental in 
establishing the Royal Humane Society, tor the reeo 
very of the drowned. Indeed, this society may be 


said to have originated with him ; although it would 


‘not, perhaps, have been so soon carried inte actual 
operation, had it not been forced onwards by the 


| . . - . . 
‘remarkable zeal and unwearied exertions of his friend, ! 


Dr. Hawes. The Society was incorporated in 1724 ; 


and for the first six years, its reports were drawn up| 
He exerted himself constantly in its | 


iby Dr. Cogan. 
‘behalf; and added to its means of doing good, by 
| contriving instruments for taking drowned persons, 


quickly, and uninjured, out of the water, and by 


At Bath, the celebrated Letlers to Mr, Wilberfe 
on Hereditary Depravily also first made their eh 
ance. So popular was this pamphlet that it spicy 
passed through several editions ; and it continues an 
to be often reprinted in England. It is the best. of 
Cogan’s works. The arguments against the dark 
scheme of Calvinisin have, perhaps, never been stated 
with more spirit and power ; nor ina form more calcu. 
latedto produce a thorough conviction of the false 
)foandation on which this system is built. 





Next were ae his Theological Disgivisitions 
‘in? volumes. This work attempts a o . 7 
| the Jewish dispensalion, and of Cuaehadie Se 
i style is diffuse, it abounds in repetitions of Fa 
thoughts. aad evinces less ability than any of the res: 
,ofhis works. In that part which treats of Christianity, 
the author has devoted about 108 pages to the doc. 
trine of Universan SALVATION, of which he was 


ladvocate. 


an 
ife has, however, offered little that is 
new, on this subject. 

| Concerning the object of Christ's sufferings and 
' cad ° 

| death, his sentiments were in some measure peculiar 
| He supposed the penalty incurred by man’s trans- 


es } . te. ? . 4 e . 
gression tote a toisl extinction of being ; but that 


} 


| God. in consideration of the perfect obedience and 


self for the christian ministry ; and with a design of | resuscitation, This institution is a monument that voluntary sufferings and death of Christ, has beep 
e se 2 . P ° a ’ . : 5 fl o > ; 2 
studying divinity, entered the Academy at Mile End. , will transmit the names of Hawes and Cogan to pos- |pleased to change the penalty of annihilation into 


lor some reason, however, growing out of the man- 
agement of that institution, he. soon became dissatis- 
fied, and removed to Hoxton Academy. How long 
he remained here, isnot known. Nor can we ascer- 
tain the time ofhis entrance into the ministry ; but 
we find him, in 1756, preaching in Holland, where, 
it is supposed, he acted as assistant to the minister 
of an English Church founded there on the priuciples 
of the Dutch establishment. 

Here, however, he did not long remain, for in 1762, 
he had returned to England, and become settled over 
a congregation in southampton. But herea difficulty 


urose which ultimately induced him to request his | 


‘ismission. His inguiries and researches had led him 
to other views than these of Calvinism; and as he 
was ieo ingenuous fo conceal his opinions, and too 
conscientious to refrain from preaching what he 
thought important truths, his people became dissatis- 
fied with his ministry, and began to consider him a 
heretic. le consequently desired and obtained a 
release from his pastoral connexion with them. 

ile then returned to Holland, and became colleague 
with a clergyman settled over a congregation of 
¥ 
wets thathe met in pursuing the ministerial voca- 
tion, a pulmouary complaint, with which he had long 
been slightly affected, began, about this time, to ex- 
hibit such alarming symptoms as too plaialy indicated 
danger in subjecting himself to that sort of exertion 
which is necessary in public speaking. Accordingly. 
he was compelled to relinquigh a profession of which 
he had shewn himself worthy, by his exemplary con- 
dact. purity of life, and laborious faithfulness. 


The science of mediciue now attracted and engaged 
hisatteution. Tothestudy of this he applied him- 
self witha zeal and devotedness which could scarcely 
tei to ensure him success. He made a short visit to 
Mogiaud, however, where he gratified his friends by 
preaching a few discourses; and then returned again 
to Holland, where he became a regularly matricu- 
tuted student of medicine at the University of Leyden. 

‘This ce’cbrated institution was now at its heighi 
2s reuown, and stood at the head of the medical 
schools of Europe. Here Cogan completed the usual 
course of study ; and on taking his degree, exhi- 
vited a Thesis on the Infiuence of the Passions ix 
Caveing nd Healing Diseases, This dissertation was 
‘ae bases of his future works on the Passions, which 
jave made him famousas a practical metaphysician 

ied ethical philosopher 


lnglish residents. But, to complete the discourage- | 


_terity as the benefactors of mankind. 


‘and tosuch employments as were suited to the state 


‘of his health and the bias of his incliuation. Part: 


, of his time he passed iu travelling over Germany and 
‘the Netherlands, making notes of the iucideuts and 
reflections which occurred to him in his wanderings. 
| These he afterwards revised and published in a work 
of two volumes, called ** The Rhine,” which is said 
‘to be written in an easy and simple style, and its nar- 
_rative to be carried along with much iuterest. 

When the French Revolution began to throw the 
neighboring states into commotion, Cogan resolved to 
| quit the continent, and to take up his final residence 
in England. He chese Bath for the piace of his 
‘abode. Here he turned his attention to agriculture ; 
| made experiments in farming ; and was so successful 
-asto obtain several premiums from an Agricultural 
Society to which be belonged. He seems to have 
| followed these pursuits chiefly for the purpose of re- 
i laxing his mind from severer studies, by means of an 
amusement which should be at once congenial to his 
'taste, andsalutary as an exercise for the mental and 


| 
| 
‘ 
‘ 
' 
‘ 


| corporeal powers. 
| While residing at Bath, he published his Philoso- 
| phical, and his Ethical Treatises on the Passions. ln 


passions and affections may be resolved into one Prin- 


vocates the real existence of a benevolent principle 
in man, Which is distinct irom selt-love, and is not a 
inere modification of it. in the second of these ‘Trea- 
tises, he conteuds that all our passions and affections 
are good, and productive of gvod, unless abused, i. e. 
proper extreme. He maintains, too, that there is 
no disorder or irregularity of disposition which may 
uot be traced to one or more of these three causes, 
viz. ¢gnorance, the influence of present objects, and 
inordinate se'/-love ; aud that, indeed, there is a sense 
in whichevery aberration of the passions and afiec- 
tions may be ascribed to ignorance ; because the only 
influence, which present objects, and inordinate self- 
love can have to lead the passions and affections 
astray, lies in their effect first to deceive and blind the 


the interesting object. 

r A e . P 

Phese treatises were received with approbation, and 
have been several times republished 
’ 





In 1730, he once more went to Amsterdam, and’ 
there devoted himself to literature and philosophy, ' 


the first uf these treatises, he maintains that all our 


ciple, viz. the Love of well-being ; and decidedly ad- | 


bestowed on unworthy objects, or carried to an im-' 


understanding, causing it to misjudge the properties of 


that of a temporary suspension of existence in the 
grave ; so that we may be said literally to be indebted 
to Christ, not ouly for the @octrine of our immortality, 
bet for our émmostulity itself; in the same manner as 
the Israelites were indebted to the piety and faith of 
Abraham for their peculiar privileges. 

Dr. Cogan’s last work, the KEihical Questione, ap- 
peared in 1817. It treats chiefly of metaphysical sub- 
| jects. The autbor denies that human nature is en- 
dowed with any infrifire moral sense that can per- 
ceive moral principles without the process of ratioci- 
nation ; for, he contends, whatis called conscience is 
nothing but the reason of men employed in judging of 
human conduct with regard to tts influence on tell- 
being. ‘The author also strenuously maintains the 
doctrine of Philoscphical Necessity, and shows that 
every act of the will must have a cause, and that, too, 
extrancous frem itself: for even if we suppose the Will 
im have a power to move itselfy it still must have an 
inducement for every particular exertion of his 





power. 
He published other works during his life-time, 





although he occasionally retired toa little farm in the 
country. le enjoyed his usual health till a momeut 
before hisdeath, when a sudden cold brought on an 
‘indisposition which never left him. He repaired to 
his brother’s house at Walthamstow, with a presen: 
timent that he should never return. Here he declined 
gradually, and expired on the 2d day of February, 
| 1818, in the 62d year of his age. His mind continued 
sound and active to the last; he was cheerfal and 
‘tranquil; recounted, with expressious of gratitude, the 
blessiugs with which his past life had been filled ups 
talked much of the necessity and benefit of death in the 
‘scheme of Providence, and declared his eutire rea- 
}diness to meet it. After his death, there was found, 
| among his manuscripts, the following paragraph, which 
| war intended for the concluding part of the Preface to 


| Dr. Cogau’s last years were spent mostly in Loudon, 
| 
! 


- — 


‘ ‘he wtabs ispcen- 
a new edition of his treatise on the Christian Disp 


: ? ‘oht it is 
‘sation: ‘* Before this Edition will see the light it 


; - will be closed in 
‘ . P i he Author wi 
probable that the eyes olthe ie followleg A 


'darkness. Should this be the case, t ‘ol 
| linen may excite some attention to it: sehr 
ples have afforded him much consolation thro : ri 
|portion of life; they have rendered nag sO 
placid and serene, and enabled him to con oe 
| Death itself, notwithstanding its gloomy a 28 = 
| as one of the most essential blessings in arbiert 1S, 
| of Provideuce.”’ 




















